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Abstract 

This study deals with the subject of free trade agreements, the 
principles it stands for, the rules and regulations that controls it, and 
the impact of these agreements on pharmaceutical and food sectors 
in Jordan. In addition, it studys the impact of implementing trade 

related intellectual property rights on these sectors. 


The study also shows, that the pharmaceutical and food 
companies are still neglecting the important role of research and 
development. This negligence decreases the quality of the products 
and its ability to compete in local and foreign markets. Most of the 
producing companies are small to medium size companies, which 
heavily depend on imported raw materials, which increases the cost 
of production. 


The study demonstrates that the food sector, will not be 
affected by implementing trade related intellectual property rights. 
However, implementing these roles will have a major impact on the 
pharmaceutical sector. These negative practices will resulte in 
stopping pharmaceutical companies from producing productes that 
are still under patens, and from copying products that still adhear to 
the laws of secrecy. On the other hand, the Jordanian consumer will 
suffer from high prices of products which still adhear to patents law, 
which will result in a (41%) increase in prices. Furthermore, the 
Jordanian economy will suffer from the high increase in imports and 
a decreas in exports. 


The statictcal results concludes that the concerned sectors were 
not yet affected by the free trade agreements. The study 
recommannds the necessity of establishing R&D centers to develop 
pharmaceutical and food industries. To also allow quality to play a 
major role in pharmaceutical and food production. The study also 
recommends, a detailed study of foreign markets to recognize these 
market's needs from the products of the pharmaceutical and food 
sectors. 


Key words: WTO, Free trade agreement Food industry, 
pharmaceutical, TRIPS, GATT 


